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There was a time when believing in a vinyl revival was as much an act of faith as expecting
santa Claus to come down your chimney on December 25th, but with brand new turntables
appearing thick and fast right now, the humble vinyl record is making a comeback that no
one can deny. In this month's supertest, Adam Smith IS filled full of Christmas cheer by
four mid-price contenders from Consonance, Revolver, Scheu Analog and Vyger...

t's a funny thing; here we are in 2007 with 2008
looming rapidly on the horizon and it is interesting to
look back at some of the predictions for the future
that were made, in order to see just how much of it
has come true.Admittedly we're not all driving round

in our own personal hover-cars and space explora-
tion hasn't advanced quite as fast as Trekkies might have
hoped, but some advancements bear uncanny resemblances
to the ideas that flowed from the pens of science fiction
writers. Surely the mobile phone is a very close relative to
the old Star Trek communicator, most tasks you can think o
in everyday life have some sort of powered gadget to make
them easier and, when considering GPS, security cameras
and the internet, we may even conclude that 'Big Brother is
indeed watching us...

The advance of technology has been felt in the arena
of entertainment as well. Electronic instruments can re-
create an entire symphony orchestra, television and radio is
increasingly reaching us by digital means and many people
carry their entire music collections around with them on
a pocket-sized gadget. One thing that no-one predicted,
however, was that the biggest increase in sales of a 'hard’
music reproduction format in 2007 would be by an ungainly
piece of plastic that only makes music when a tiny lump o
rock is dragged through it...

Contrary to everyone's futuristic expectations, vinyl
is doing very nicely, thank you very much. Be it DJ fashion
cachet, nostalgic value or superb sonics, black plastic’s
recent resurgence is such that previously dormant pressin
plants are having the dust blown off their stampers and
being coaxed back into life, while new turntables are
cropping up everywhere you look, sometimes from quite
unlikely sources.

On the following pages you'll find three brand new
decks from Consonance, Revolver and Vyger enjoying their
very first reviews, and one slightly older but still recent unit
from Scheu Analog that has only just arrived in the UK. VVe
were very keen to see just what sort of sound these decks
offered for around £1,500.All are superbly engineered,
solidly built and styled with refreshing flair - but which will
extract the very best from your precious record collection?
Read on to find out...

THE CONTENDERS

onsonance Forbidden City Liu £1

evolver Replay £1

cheu Analog Black Diamond £1
ger Timor

| REFERENCE SYSTEM
Ortofon 2M Black cartridge

Trichord Diablo phono stage
Anatek A50R amplifier
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